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Seed harvest and storage

· Arabidopsis seeds are harvested from plants once the siliques have turned yellow, but prior to silique shatter. Where seeds are required at the peak of dormancy, yellow siliques must be selected individually. 

· Plants should be harvested by cutting the stems at the base of the plant, above the rosette. The whole plant should be placed in a large (approx 6” x 10”) glassine bag and stored for at least two nights, but no longer than two weeks, in the CPIB seed cabinet in A29. This will allow the plant to fully dry. 

· The dried siliques can be shattered by gently rubbing the outside of the bag. Seed are separated from other plant material by sieving through a fine mesh sieve onto white paper. This process is repeated until all non-seed material (e.g. petals) has been removed. 

· Seeds are stored in small (approx 2” x 3”) glassine bags, and labelled with the genotype, date of harvest and your name. These are placed in boxes in the CPIB seed cabinet in A29, and a list of contents of each box kept.

· Siliques from crosses should be harvested when they have turned yellow, and stored in a 1.5 ml Eppendorf tube with a hole pierced in the lid to allow moisture to evaporate.

NB. It is VERY important to clean the sieve before and after use with a brush to prevent cross-contamination of seed stocks. It is also important to dispose of GM-plant material appropriately.
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